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50th Anniversary of the AISI Specification Commemorated 
at the International Specialty Conference
The Thirteenth International Specialty 
Conference on Cold-Formed Steel Struc­
tures was held in St. Louis, MO on Oct. 17- 
18, 1996 in conjunction with the celebra­
tion of the 50th Anniversary of the AISI 
Specification. The Conference was co­
sponsored by American Iron and Steel In­
stitute, Metal Building Manufacturers As­
sociation, Rack Manufacturers Institute, 
Steel Deck Institute, and the University of 
Missouri-Rolla in cooperation with ASCE 
Committee on Cold-Formed Members, 
Canadian Sheet Steel Building Institute in 
Canada, Metal Lath/Steel Framing Asso­
ciation of N AAMM, SSRC Task Group on 
Thin-Walled Metal Construction, Univer­
sity of Strathclyde in the United Kingdom, 
and the Centre for Advanced Structural 
Engineering of the University of Sydney in 
Australia.
The conference was designed to bring
The AISI Committee on Specifica­
tions and its subcommittees met at Charles­
ton, South Carolina during February 20- 
22, 1997 to finalize the combined ASD/ 
LFRD Specification for the Design of Cold- 
Formed Steel Structural Members. This 
Specification will be published by the 
American Iron and Steel Institute in May 
1997 as Part V of the new Cold-Formed 
Steel Design Manual. The revisions and 
additions of the design provisions are sum­
marized in CCFSS Technical Bulletin, Vol. 
6, No. 1, February 1997.
The AISI Design Manual is a com-
together leading scientists, researchers, 
educators, engineers, and manufacturers 
who have been engaged in the field of 
research and design of cold-formed steel 
structures for detailed discussion of re­
search findings and design methods. This 
conference included a special opening ses­
sion commemorating the 50th Anniver­
sary of the AISI Specification. On October 
17, the American Iron and Steel Institute 
hosted a reception and banquet on the river 
boat for celebrating the Golden Anniver­
sary of the AISI Specification. The techni­
cal program included the presentation of 
45 papers reporting on the recent research 
work and new developments in cold-formed 
steel construction, which were recently 
carried out in 11 countries: Australia, Bel­
gium, Canada, Finland, Korea, Nether­
lands, Romania, Sweden, South Africa, 
United Kingdom, and the United States of 
America. Eleven technical sessions were
pletely new publication, which contains 
eight chapters as follows: (1) Dimensions 
and Properties of Commonly Used Sec­
tions, (2) Beam Design, (3) Column De­
sign, (4) Connection Design, (5) Specifi­
cation, (6) Commentary, (7) Supplemen­
tary Information and (8) Test Methods. 
Design tables and charts are provided in 
this new Manual. Copies of the Manual can 
be purchased from USA Fulfillment/AISI, 
Box 4237, Chestertown, MD 21690; Tele­
phone: 1-800-277-3850; Fax: 1-410-810- 
0910.
arranged for this two-day conference. Top- 
ics of the technical sessions included ele­
ment behavior, flexural members, decks 
and panels, compression members and 
frames, composite construction, structural 
systems, residential construction, stainless 
steel construction, connections, special 
developments and other research. The ab­
stracts of all conference papers were in­
cluded in the August 1996 issue of the 
CCFSS Technical Bulletin.
The conference proceedings, which 
contain all technical papers presented at 
the conference, were published by the Uni­
versity of Missouri-Rolla. It can be pur­
chased by contacting Continuing Educa­
tion, University of Missouri-Rolla, Rolla, 




Met in St. Louis
The Steering Committee of the Center 
for Cold-Formed Steel Structures held its 
meeting on October 16, 1996 to review 
progress made at the Center and to develop 
a long-term plan for future activities. Cur­
rently, membership of the Steering Com­
mittee includes R.L. Brockenbrough, 
Chairman; D.F. Boring; S.J. Errera; R.B. 
Heagler; A.L. Johnson; R.A. LaBoube; 
J.W. Larson; J.A. Mattingly; T.M. Petry; 
G. Prest; W.L. Shoemaker; and W.W. Yu. 
Former members of the Committee in­
clude G.C. Engle, R.B. Haws, D.L. Johnson, 
and J.E. Minor.
New AISI Specification and Design Manual
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Metal Construction Association
The Center for Cold-Formed Steel 
Structures welcomes MCA as a new spon­
sor. Other sponsors of the Center include 
American Iron and Steel Institute, Metal 
Building Manufacturers Association, Rack 
Manufacturers Institute, Steel Deck Insti­
tute, and the University of MissouriRolla.
The Metal Construction Association 
(MCA) was founded in 1983, with a mis­
sion of “Expanding the use of metal in 
construction through marketing, technol­
ogy, and education.” MCA’s membership 
spans the metal construction industry and 
includes manufacturers of building sys­
tems and components, as well as others 
interested in promoting metal construc­
tion. MCA is directed by its officers and 
Board of Directors and its various product 
constituencies are represented in industry 
councils. The Association is involved in 
national advertising, public relations, and 
promotional activities to expand knowl­
edge of all aspects and events relating to 
MCA. A directory of members, products, 
and services provided is issued on an an­
nual basis and is available for member and 
industry use.
MCA is the sponsor of MetalCon In­
ternational, an international trade show 
and exposition which provides a market­
place for the entire metal construction in­
dustry. MetalCon International is the pre­
mier event of its kind and attracts thousands 
of architects, engineers, specifiers, building 
owners, developers, and manufacturers.
An annual Merit Awards Program is 
also sponsored by MCA to recognize the 
best in metal construction in the categories 
of commercial, industrial, institutional, 
residential, and historical restoration and 
preservation in these categories. Several 
types of awards including scholarships for 
top winners in accredited architectural 
schools, have been presented by the Asso­
ciation.
MCA conducts an annual Metal Roof­
ing and Siding Survey among all appli­
cable manufacturers that provides compre­
hensive and updated information on prod­
ucts and usage patterns. This survey is used 
by many companies and is a tool for devel­
oping companies’ strategic planning and 
market programming.
MCA also works with the Residential 
Framing Training Center in Weirton, WV., 
to assist in the training of technicians in 
metal framing and roofing techniques, 
which are the state of the art, assisting 
developers, builders, and contractors in 
updating and upgrading the level of exper­
tise on their construction teams.
The Association also sponsors research 
and development programs in conjunction 
with other metal industry organizations, 
and maintains liaison with other organiza­
tions in support of industry projects and 
programs. The MCA is also active in de­
veloping, planning, and promoting semi­
nars on various aspects of metal product
use and promotes these seminars in spe­
cialized areas of interest.
MCA Newsletters and periodic bulle­
tins keep members advised of Association 
and industry topics of interest and contin­
ues to maintain close communications with 
members and interested industry partici­
pants. MCA actively develops and issues 
technical information such as Preformed 
Metal Wall Guidelines, and Guide Specifi­
cation of Residential Metal Roofing, as 
well as Technical Bulletins on a broad 
range of subjects. These publications are 
part of a MCA Technical Manual provided 
to members and others who have an inter­
est in key areas of metal construction. In 
addition, the Association also issues the 
following publications;
#95-1040 Lightning and Metal Roofing 
#95-1050 Metal Roof Coating 
Maintenance
#95-1051 Metal Panel Field Repainting 
#96-1052 Guide to Metal Panel Ship 
ping, Job Site Handling and Storage 
#95-1060 Oil Canning 
#95-1080 Guide to Steel Sheet Substrates 
Information on MCA activities can be 
obtained from: The Metal Construction 
Association; 11 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 
1400; Chicago, IL 60603; Phone; (312) 
201-0193; FAX: (312)201-0214; E-mail: 
74733.1624@compuserve.com
Research Directory and 
Abstracts
In 1996, the Center conducted a sur­
vey to collect the latest information on the 
research projects which have been recently 
completed or were being carried out in 
various institutions. Up to October 1996, a 
total of 48 research projects were reported 
from seven countries. These projects have 
been classified into 20 major areas and 
published in the Center’s New Research 
Directory1 and Abstracts, 1997 Edition.
This Directory includes the title, in­
vestigators, sponsors, abstracts, and publi­
cations for each project. Copies of the 
Directory can be purchased from the Cen­
ter for Cold-Formed Steel Structures at 
$8.00 per copy.
International Conference on Experimental Model 
Research and Testing of Thin-Walled Structures
The International Conference on Ex­
perimental Model Research and Testing of 
Thin-Walled Structures will be held dur­
ing September 22-24, 1997 in Prague, 
Czech Republic. It is organized by the 
Academy of Science of the Czech Repub­
lic. Main topics of the conference include 
(1) Role of Physical Modelling in Re­
search, Education, and Design, (2) Meth­
odology and Techniques for Models, (3) 
Experimental Methods for Research, (4)
Testing of Thin-Walled Structures and 
ThinWalled Elements, and (5) Experimen­
tal Evaluation and Assessment of Dam­
aged Thin-Walled Structures. For further 
information, contact Conference Co-Di­
rectors: Ing. Milos DRDACKY CSc., 
UTAM CLEM, Vysehradska 49, 128 49 
Praha 2, Czech Republic (FAX: 0042-2- 
295903); or Prof. Teoman Pekoz, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY 14853-3501, USA 
(FAX: 001-607-255-3760).
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UMR Continuing Education Programs
Short Course on Cold-Formed Steel 
Structures
The University of Missouri-Rolla plans 
to offer its 15th Short Course on Cold- 
Formed Steel Structures during October 6- 
9, 1997 in St. Louis, Missouri.
The UMR short course deals with the 
fundamentals of cold-formed steel design 
and is intended to provide engineers and 
others with a better understanding of the 
basic principles used in the current AISI 
design methods. Unlike previous short 
courses, this year’s course includes several 
new features: (1) Uses the new AISI com­
bined ASD/LRFD Specification and the 
new 1996 Design Manual, (2) includes an 
exposition on computer programs and dem­
onstrations of available programs, and (3) 
includes new topics such as shear dia­
phragms and standing seam roof systems. 
The deadline for registration is September 
19,1997.
Additional information on the course 
can be obtained by contacting Continuing 
Education, 103 Mechanical Engineering
Annex, University of Missouri-Rolla, 
Rolla, MO 65409-1560. Telephone: (573) 
341-4132, FAX: (573) 341-4992.
14th International Specialty Conference
The 14th International Specialty Con­
ference on Cold-Formed Steel Structures 
has been scheduled for October 15-16, 
1998 in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. It will 
cover the following subjects: (1) basic and 
applied research, (2) structural design, (3) 
development of new design criteria, (4) 
development of new products, (5) manu­
facturing techniques, (6) construction meth­
ods, (7) economy and effective use of steel, 
and (8) engineering education.
Abstracts of papers should be submit­
ted by November 3, 1997, and written 
manuscripts should be sent by April 13, 
1998, to Dr. Wei-Wen Yu, Center for Cold- 
Formed Steel Structures, University of 
Missouri-Rolla, Rolla, MO 65409-0030, 
USA.
For further information, contact Con­
tinuing Education, 103 Mechanical Engi­
neering Annex, University of Missouri- 
Rolla, Rolla, MO 65409-1560. Telephone: 
(573) 341-4132, FAX: (573) 341-4992
Bicentenary Conference on 
Thin-Walled Structures
The University of Strathclyde held its 
Bicentenary Conference on Thin-Walled 
Structures in Glasgow, Scotland on De­
cember 2-4, 1996 under the direction of 
Professor James Rhodes. The conference 
included an Opening Session and 11 tech­
nical sessions: (1) Research Summaries, 
(2) Beams, (3) Shell Structures I, (4) Shell 
Structures II, (5) Aluminum Structures, (6) 
Impact Behavior and Crash Worthiness, 
(7) Cold-Formed Steel Structures I, (8) 
Cold-Formed Steel Structures II, (9) Cold- 
Formed Steel Structures III, (10) Members 
with Holes, and (11) Analysis of Member 
Behavior. A total of 45 papers were pre­
sented and discussed at the conference. 
Conference papers will be published by 
Elsevier Science in several special issues 
of the Journal on Thin-Walled Structures.
Personal News
Rick Haws joined American Building Company
Mr. Richard B. Haws was hired by the American Building 
Company in December 1996 as President of its Residential 
Construction Division. American Building Company is a national 
supplier of metal buildings in North 
America and overseas.
From 1991 through 1996 Rick 
managed the Light Construction mar­
ket development program for the 
American Iron and Steel Institute.
While at AISI, Rick spear headed the 
steel industry’s effort to develop the 
residential market. He led the part­
nership with the National Associa­
tion of Home Builders which resulted 
in increased awareness of the benefits 
of steel framing among the nations 
home builders. Interest in steel fram­
ing has increased from minimal inter­
est in 1991 to a recent survey which 
indicated that 55% of the builders 
expect to try steel in the next several 
years. Today AISI leads a coalition of
800 builders, designers, and suppliers helping to develop the 
residential market for steel framing and roofing.
In Rick’s capacity with AISI, he served as Secretary for the 
Committee on Specifications for the 
Design of Cold-Formed Steel Structural 
Members and also acted as liaison to 
other trade associations which included 
the Metal Building Manufacturers As­
sociation, Metal Construction Associa­
tion, Steel Tube Institute, Canadian Sheet 
Steel Building Institute, National Coil 
Coaters Association, and the American 
Institute of Steel Construction.
Since Rick joined AISI in 1991, he 
has also served as a member of the 
Center’s Steering Committee to repre­
sent the Institute. The Center would like 
to thank Rick’s outstanding contribu­
tions to its success and growth during 
the past six years, and wishes him the 
best of luck for his new position.
Rick Haws, center, received recognition as Secretary1 of the 
AISI Committee on Specifications at the February 21, 1997 
meeting in Chraleston, SC. From left: Andrew Ziolkowski, 
AISI Director for Construction Market; Haws; Roger 
Brockenbrough, Chairman of the AISI Committee.
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VUIth Symposium on Stability of Structures
The VUIth Symposium on Stability 
of Structures, will be held in Zakopane, 
Poland in early September 1997. Topics 
of the Symposium include (1) Theoreti­
cal foundations, (2) Stability of frame­
w ork structu res, (3) B uckling,
postbuckling, and load-carrying capac­
ity of thin-walled structures, (4) Dynamic 
stability of structures, (5) Coupled buck­
ling of thin-walled structures, (6) Nu­
merical simulation and models, and (7) 
Experimental investigations. For further
information, contact Organizing Com­
mittee of Stability of Structures, Depart­
ment of Strength of Materials, Technical 
University of Lodz, ul. B . Stefanowskiego 
1/15, 90-924 Lodz, POLAND. Phone: 
(0-4842) 31-22-14. Fax: (0-48-42) 31- 
22-03.
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